REGIONAL INSTITUTIONAL STRENGTHENING

AND KNOWLEDGE MANAGEMENT SUPPORT

TO PACIFC ISLAND COUNTRIES TO STRENGTHEN

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PACIFIC URBAN
=~ . AGENDA UNDER THE PACIFIC PLAN
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URBANIZATION IN THE PACIFIC REGION )

Rapid urbanization is a phenomenon shared by all Pacific e % R =
Island countries. As of 2013 there were 10,565,837 people . N s

in the Pacific region, with the population of individual ; == T""f"\— = -

cities ranging from 254,158 in Port Moresby, Papua New "‘ - #

Guinea, to just 1,497 in the small urban centre of Yaren,
Nauru. In half of the United Nations (UN) member Pacific
Island countries, the majority of people already live in
urban areas, and this proportion will only increase in the
future. As Pacific Island economies have developed, an in-
creasing share of national wealth (GDP) is produced in
urban areas. Urban economic activities have also strength-
ened the viability of rural economic development by pro-
viding markets, agro-industrial production, processing cen-
tres and trans-shipment points for rural produce.

However, the sheer speed and impact of the transformation,
and the inadequate legal and planning frameworks cur-
rently in place to manage this growth, have led to relentless
urban expansion, intensive energy use, Widening inequality,
limited livelihood opportunities and increasing vulnerabil-
ity to climate change impacts. As a result, there is an urgent
need to promote an urbanization model in the Pacific that
is people-centred and harnesses balanced development to
ensure more equitable service delivery and improve the

quality of life for all citizens.

Objectives and Scope of the Regional Support Project

'

The Pacific Urban Agenda - An Action Plan for the Region

The Pacific Urban Agenda (PUA) was developed in 2003
to address emerging urbanization issues in the region. En-
dorsed by the UN Economic and Social Commission for
Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) in 2004 and by the Pacific
Island Forum Leaders in 2005, the PUA was later reviewed
and approved by the Pacific Urban Forum in 2007. The
PUA focuses on five major priority areas:

* Institutional framework: urban policy development;

* Building capacity;

e Advocacy and political commitment;

e Infrastructure and services;

* Quality of life: environment, health, sustainable livelihoods.

The overall objectives of this project are to strengthen capacity for urban development and settlement upgrading, build a regional
knowledge base to help individual countries in meeting their commitments to the PUA and associated national goals, facilitate and
integrate policy discussions into regional and national planning, and strengthen monitoring of the implementation of the PUA. The
Regional Support project is implemented through five components:

* 1: Regional needs assessment and analysis;

* 2: Institutional strengthening through targeted training;

* 3: Urban knowledge creation and management;

* 4: Policy learning dialogues on Pacific urbanization;

* 5: Capacity development in monitoring urban initiatives under the Pacific Plan.
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Website: www.unhabitat.org, www.fukuoka.unhabitat.org | Facebook: www.facebook.com/piurbanrealities,
www.facebook.com/ccciap | Twitter: @UNHabitat, @Urbanrealities, @Pacific_ UF, @K4C_UNEP




