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Sustainable
Urbanization
Improving -
Afghan Cities

With an estimated total population of 35.3 million
people and an urban population of 8.9 mil-
lion,* Afghanistan is still a
predominantly rural soci-
ety. But Afghanistan is
rapidly urbanizing with

an annual urban popu-
lation growth rate of

Urban Population
8.9 million

4.6% which is much Afghan Population
higher than the national 35.3 million
population  growth rate

(2.7%).

The population growth rate in regional cities such
as Herat and Mazar-e-Sharif, and including Kabul
City, is nearly 5% per year. This rate

is among the highest in Asia, and

means that Afghan cities
Urban Growth

4.6% Natural  are currently expanding
Growth  with over 400,000 peo-
2.7%

ple per year.
*Reference: World Bank Afghanistan
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FOR A BETTER URBAN FUTURE
People’s Process

UN-Habitat has laid emphasis on strengthening
community-municipal partnerships through in-
tegrating community and municipal administra-
tive structures. It is vital to mobilize citizens to
take responsibility for their development, and
to build trust and solidarity between citizens
and local governments with the shared goal of
effective local governance.

With  financial support leable
from the Government of c- -
ities

Japan, UN-Habitat has

applied its hands-on ex-

perience of the Kabul Solidarity Programme to
other regional cities - Herat, Mazar-e-Sharif and
Bamyan - through the Urban Solidarity Pro-
gramme. It supports the improvement of living
conditions and the quality of life of urban citi-

zens through enhancing community solidarity,
strengthening municipal institutions and im-

proving service delivery. @
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Urban Solidarity Programme

Funding:
Period:
Cities:

Government of Japan
March - December 2012
Herat, Mazar-e-Sharif, Bamyan
Over 130,000 beneficiaries
10,000 plots of land registered

Target:



Enabling Urban Community

Herat « HERAT Y
In District 9 about 100,000 ‘,,. Hemsmupm T T *Q
people benefit from improved '
community infrastructure and : : : :
basic services through com- ARGET: District 9 .
munity-driven  projects with > | « 25 Community Developm
over 30% of their own contri- g '
butions in cash or in-kind.
Close collaboration has devel-
oped between the municipal-
ity and its citizens, and is well |LlEEinela]

recognized by the govern- |euiielieo-.

ment. displacements
reaches over 25,700
" persons in the west

UN-Habitat has in addition [0

helped the municipality to [FSEatulEE i)
improve its financial revenues, FEECEONES

so it can deliver services to =
citizens in a sustainable man-
ner through the registration
of 10,000 plots of land.
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UNGHABITAT District 9 e — @ O 20 K0 1000 Meters
e Urban Solidarity Program, UN-Habitat st e oo oo o1 (D o[

Community Enabling Process

- it Community Communit Project
LY Mobilization & =0 LAY Implemen-
Identification Staff Training tation

MAZAR ¢ Mazar-e-Sharif
oy Soiser oo . Pavement of roads and improving drainage
= has made it possible for more than 30,000
= Citizens to have easier access to their homes.
8 With the creation of job opportunities through
the implementation of community-driven pro-
jects, community members realize that their
immediate needs have been met, and that
their ownership and contribution to the pro-
jects have been acknowledged by the munici-

pality.

One of the successful approaches has been to
encourage community members to be at the
centre of implementation. Community Devel-
opment Councils are formed as vital structures
that respond to the needs of individual mem-
{ bers and families.

The people’s contribution is evidence of the
community-driven methodology of bringing
people together with ownership, and with
their active involvement in neighbourhood
: upgrading. Not only has more than 30% of
g (=IO O 110000 wreneeme | COMMUNItY contributions in cash and in-kind
persons in the north . . . .
* regio ‘ .= been recognized, but also solidarity and unity
: amongst the community members have in-

District 3, i
UmanSolid:riiy Program, UN:Habitat i B : wowees C@Q Sed .




Road Ahead:
Regularizing Informal Settle

<y
Door-to- door S
informal se

rization ofuniggmal settlement will not

“’ﬁy ] e re s but will-also allow
== __the Municipalities ise prop ated taxes.

UN—Habltat has assisted the Municipalities of

ar Las Gah-aggd-Herat in registeriig:
. ots, 11,000 plots and=10,000

respectlvely

Informal-settlement
Loya Wala, Kandahar City

ordlng

properties

_d B
~==Careful measuring of properties iS"'rr\mo'ortant
for recording and registering by the municipality

All registered plot$ . (reglstr
documented and mali provided for each plot
by the municipality of land and property



Urban Governance

UN-Habitat continues helping to A key part of
increase the capacity of local the planning
governments to practice good process in-
urban governance, promote Vvolves com- 3
transparency and encourage ac- munity eld- ;‘-“ . - Corhni
countability with close commu- ers meeting ''s Mazar-e-Sharif Munidipality,
nity engagement. It has contrib- with munici- | ol FOMIEE
uted to raising awareness and pal officials to discuss priorities and challenges The municipality

to advocating for needs to prepare for delivering important services in
good urban gov- Incl usive response to local needs. Only if both the citizens and
ernance in  Af- . municipality work in close partnership can they
ghanistan with a C|t|es achieve success and meet the needs of the local
focus on the needs population.

of the urban poor. UN-Habitat

assists in helping local governments to = Roads to more learning opportunities
build institutional capacity and identify ur- The Aysh-e-Afghan female school is located in District 3 of Ma-

ban mnan foriti includin l zar-e-Sharif City with more than 2,000 students coming from
an governance priorities, inciuding settie its neighbours. The principal and some teachers, who also live

ment upgrading strategy and improving = in the same district, are now very happy to see the students
the quality of people’s life. coming to school with clean clothes and shoes. “This is be-
cause of new roads with concrete and functional-drainages

UN-Habitat in addition promotes the in- improved by community members,” said the principal.

volvement of women and the youth in de-
cision making at all levels, recognizing that
women are crucial for positive change in
; society and com-
munity. Women
play a key role in
the  community
governance, en-
suring that their

With financial support
from the Government of
Japan, UN-Habitat
helped to mobilize com-
munity members to get
together and  discuss
their ~ needs among
themselves for imple-
mentation. With 30% of
community cash and in-kind contributions citizens have gener-
ously supported the construction of beautiful roads and drain-
needs, and those ages with mosaic-sidewalks, providing them not only with
of their children,  clean access and an improved living environment but also
are reflected in = building solidarity by working together.

the development  “with such a good practice and lessons learnt, we will have an
of new municipal in-class presentation on the importance of environmental pro-
services. tection and cleanliness with our students,” promised the princi-

pal.

/UN—Habitat has been working in partnership with communities
across Afghanistan since 1992. The organization has invested O A ) @v
in providing basic services, including shelter, potable water and .
skills training. It has worked closely with the Government of UNVS; ;&HABITAT
Afghanistan and local governments on a wide range of ambi- FOR A BETTER URBAN FUTURE
tious projects, strengthening institutional capacity and address-  united Nations Human Settiements Programme Afghanistan
King clear priorities. Email: info@unhabitat-afg.org | www.unhabitat.org /

world shelter people




